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CMC INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND. By Paul Blank 

The Council of Motoring Clubs of WA (Inc) is a body which exists to represent and co-ordinate the inter-

ests of car clubs in WA. It has over 100 member clubs, including single marque clubs, mul+ple-interest 

clubs and specific model clubs, covering cars, motorcycles and commercial vehicles. 

 

It provides a forum for member clubs to discuss items of relevance to the movement and can act as a 

lobbying group when necessary. The CMC is aligned with similar groups na+on-wide. 

 

The CMC meets every second month where each club can have representa+on to express opinions, ask 

ques+ons and be updated on progress on various issues the CMC handles. Each member club is en+tled 

to have two representa+ves. 

 

The CMC works closely with the Department of Transport in co-ordina+ng Code 404 Concessional Licens-

ing which many of its member clubs have been granted, handling various aspects of this important ele-

ment of club ac+vi+es. 

 

The annual Classic Car Show (run for the past 50 years), is co-ordinated by the CMC, with representa+ves 

from member clubs organizing this major event which aJracts about 1000 cars in club displays. 

 

A Calendar of Events is produced, lis+ng major events which will be of interest to a variety of clubs. This 

is distributed with Minutes of Mee+ngs along with other important advice to clubs. 

 

The CMC encourages restora+on and preserva+on of vehicles as a fundamental tenet.  

 

HISTORY 

The CMC began as the Combined Car Clubs of WA (Inc), which grew out of the first “Classic Car Con-

cours” held in 1969 where five clubs ran the event together. By 1973 21 clubs were involved and in 1976 

it was decided that the loose associa+on of clubs should become more formally organized. 

 

By this +me as many as 200 cars were displayed at the annual Concours event, organized each year by 

the club which had won “Best Display” the previous year. 

 

In 1977 it was decided that a Trial Calendar of events in which all clubs could par+cipate would be organ-

ised. Clearly it was a success, because in 1978 a calendar of nine events was arranged, including six com-

pe++on driving events and three social events. The events were: 

 February 1977 Night Rally, Triumph Sports Owners Associa+on  22 cars 

 March 1977 Concours, Vintage Automobile Associa+on   100+ cars 

 April 1977  Economy Run, Daimler Lanchester Owners Club  20 cars 

 May 1977  Daylight Rally, Classic Jaguar Club     15 cars 

 June 1977  Museum Visit & Novelty Gymkhana,  Studebaker Club 67 cars 

 August 1977 Hill climb Alfa Romeo Owners Club     34 cars 

 

Aside from what has become the Classic Car Show, a Quiz Night is the only annual event which remains 

to this day. 

 

The Combined Car Clubs Associa+on went from strength to strength and in 1985 a Cons+tu+on was de-

signed, a CommiJee elected and Incorpora+on arranged. 

 

 

 



In 1987 the Council started its Sports Register to set a calendar of events to be run under CAMS permits, 

open to members of all member clubs. This ran successfully for about 15 years. 

 

In the 1988 movement began towards the crea+on of a WA car museum. The Council of Motoring Clubs 

was the moving force behind a tremendous amount of planning, nego+a+ons and work culmina+ng in an 

agreement in 1991 between the Combined Car Clubs Associa+on and Whiteman Park - which eventuat-

ed in the Motor Museum of WA being established. This is now run by an independent Trust. 

 

On the ins+ga+on of the Council in 1995, a category of Unique & Historic was created and added to the 

Code 404 Concessional Licensing by the Department of Transport, with a specific process involving the 

CMC for stages of approvals. The CMC has worked with the Department to develop the Code 404 Guide-

lines booklets. 

 

In 2002 the name of the organisa+on changed to the Council of Motoring Clubs, but effec+vely operates 

no differently. 

 

In 2005 a Technical CommiJee was established to assist with technical ques+ons to do with Code 404 

Concessional Licensing. 

 

The successful annual Classic Car Show remains an enduring testament to all the work that many individ-

uals and clubs have commiJed through the Council of Motoring Clubs over five decades. 

Many thanks to Paul for this interes�ng piece of history.  

 

 

THE BROCKWELL RUN 

(Who was Maurice Brockwell and why do we name a charity run in  his memory? Excerpts 

from his Vale and a Motor Museum Report at the AGM in 2002 to the Council of Motoring 

Clubs will answer that ques�on. Peter Taylor) 

 

Maurice Brockwell was a hotelier entrepreneur who was heavily involved in the estab-

lishment of the Combined Car Clubs Associa+on, the forerunner of todays Council of 

Motoring Clubs and also the founding Chairman of the Motor Museum of W.A.  

 

His sudden death in February 2002 was a profound loss to the Motoring Enthusiast movement in the 

State. Apart from his enormous business commitments and his involvement with numerous charitable 

groups, including his chairmanship of Torchbearers, the fund raising arm of Perth legacy, his dedica+on 

and work associated with car clubs and the Combined Car Clubs Associa+on was unmatched. 

 

Maurice was the engine which drove the concept of the Motor Museum of W.A. from an idea to a reali-

ty, resul+ng in a museum at Whiteman Park. His work with the various governing authori+es with issues 

rela+ng to licensing and other maJers concerning historic vehicles has resulted in outcomes for the old 

car enthusiasts in W.A. second to none in Australia. 

 

A later Chairman of the Motor Museum of WA reported that;  

The Maurice Brockwell Memorial Run will be on Sunday 3rd November 2002.This is a joint exercise with 

Legacy as a fund raising  fun day. The stop over will be at the Railway Workshops Midland. This is their 

Open Day with plenty of ac�vi�es food (At your expense) and the marvellous trains and workshops to 

view. The entry fee of $15.00 per car includes the Route sheets, entry to Midland Workshops Whiteman 

Park and the Motor Museum. 

 

The name was changed some years later to simply “The Brockwell Run” and with the approval of the 

Brockwell Family. 



I was a volunteer Legatee with Perth legacy from 2001 to 2008 and also a part +me volunteer with the 

Motor Museum. In April 2002 a new CEO, Marilyn Alborough was appointed to Legacy and being a bit of 

a rev head she was keen for Legacy to honour Maurice’s work with Legacy and nego+ated a joint run 

with the Motor Museum.  

 

The first run in 2002 was reasonably well aJended and a number of Legatees par+cipated . However, 

Marilyn departed Legacy in May 2003 and the Legacy commitment to the run for that year was most 

disappoin+ng. Legacy did not par+cipate in future runs.  

 

The first Motor Museum Rally, organised by the Motor Museum 

and under Maurice’s guidance went from the East Fremantle Army 

Barracks to Whiteman Park early in the Motor Museum’s  history. 

The Museum was only open 3 days a week and very few funds were 

being realised through the gate and so an annual fund raising event 

was put in place.  The keyring, pictured, was given to every entrant who par+cipated in the inaugural 

rally. 

 

Many venues were trialled over the following years; UWA, South Perth foreshore, Cannington, a number 

of loca+ons in Fremantle and most recently from Wesley College in South Perth.  

 

Clubs are strongly encouraged to par!cipate in this event, not only to honour the 

memory of a very influen!al man but also to raise funds for the ongoing costs of run-

ning what we believe is the best Motor Museum in Australia.  This years event will be 

held on Sunday 10 November 2019. Further details TBA closer to the event.  

 

 

This ar�cle has been supplied by David Fryer, a commi8ee member of the Vin-

tage Car Club of Queensland (VCCQ) and appeared in the October 2018 issue of 

the VCCQ newsle8er. David has kindly allowed us to reproduce his ar�cle here. 

APer eighteen months of relentless bad news on asbestos and eye-

watering horror stories of destruc+ve tes+ng at Australian docks, there 

is finally some good news for importers of vintage and classic cars. 

Hope comes in the form of a small asbestos cer+fica+on company lo-

cated in a quiet leafy lane in rural Gloucestershire. It's not exactly the 

sort of loca+on that springs to mind when mummified in Australian red 

tape, but the UK is full of surprises and the principal - David Sollis - is a 

pioneering character who thrives on unpalatable challenges. David also 

happens to be a vintage and classic car enthusiast with a· passion for 

speed at historic Pendine Sands, the legendary home of Babs and nu-

merous world land- speed records throughout the 1920's. 

I first met David in the small village of Newnham-On- Severn in 2015 

when he was out for an evening stroll with his two children. Newnham is a preJy if unremarkable village sit-

uated on the banks of the River Severn a long and meandering watercourse famous for its unusually high 

+dal bore. The bore is oPen tackled by wayward Aussie surfers looking for something different, but I was in 

Newnham for an annual tour of duty. My mother lived there before she passed away in 2016 and David lived 

just a few streets away. 

 

 

Asbestos  - some heartening news.   by David Frye  



  

Having imported a number of classic cars myself over the years, I can say the tough Australian asbestos laws 

were a challenge to nego+ate when they were unleashed in 2017. Early advice was confusing and difficult to 

obtain; import agents were scrambling to make sense of it all, and as far as I could tell, no-one had actually 

imported a vintage or classic car without coming to grief at Australian docks.  

 

So when a good friend and myself decided to import two classic cars in June 2017, we had no idea what to 

expect on arrival in Brisbane. 

 

Fortunately, we were capable of tackling most of the necessary mechanical work ourselves, but the list of 

items kept growing and it soon became evident that we needed an asbestos specialist to help with the im-

port approvals. We needed someone to +ck off replacement parts, approve the work carried out, and pro-

vide the essen+al documenta+on - an Asbestos Survey. Naturally, David Sollis was the first point of call, but 

at that stage he had only tackled building and industrial products. Not surprisingly, he was bemused when he 

heard about the new Australian restric+ons , but he was all ears. In fact, it would be fair to say that he expe-

rienced one of those elusive 'light-bulb moments'. A new business opportunity was up for grabs and David 

had no inten+on of leTng it pass by. 

 

David would undoubtedly resist describing himself as a knight in shining armour, but he was certainly a sight 

in a shiny asbestos suit, especially when prac+cing asbestos alchemy in the inner sanctum of his workshop at 

Flaxley. It was there that I witnessed some remarkable non-invasive tes+ng techniques. The exact proce-

dures are a closely guarded secret and my life would be at risk if they are revealed here. Suffice  to say,  

David was instrumental in helping us achieve a successful and rela+vely painless import approval for both 

cars without any an+cipated hiccups along the way. 

 

I called in to see David again in 2018 a1nd the previous year's light-bulb moment had grown into a full-scale 

opera+on to cater specifically for Australian Import Approvals. It was yet another example of an overseas 

business benefi+ng from over-regula+on in Australia. This was a tale worth telling and David was happy to 

answer a few ques+ons over an obligatory cuppa and a generous supply of chocolate diges+ves from the 

boJom drawer. 

 

When did you first become interested in vintage cars? ':4t the age of 9 at Pendine Sands in Wales. I learned 

to drive there in my dad's Moskvitch and I've been going ever since. This year I managed to squeeze 117 

mph out of a 1930's Ford, but I hope to top that next year!" 

How long have you been working in the asbestos industry? 

"I started my Asbestos Consultancy in 2003. Before that I was a building surveyor with 30 years experience 

in the building industry." 

 

How many cars have you tested for Australia since the asbestos laws were implemented? 

"My 20th car just arrived in the workshop this week and another one is due in later today." 

 

What cars have you tested so far? 

"A Bentley Con�nental, a Borgward Isabella, an E- Type Jaguar, a Ferrari 456M, an /so Rivo/ta Lele, Triumph 

Stags, MGB's, a Jeep Wagoneer, several Mercedes, Porsches, and a Porsche Tractor! Oh, and a Triumph Tiger 

and a Brough Superior SS100." 

 

What was the most challenging? 

''.A Mercedes 450 SEL. The engine bay is par�cularly �ght and obtaining samples for tes�ng was a real challenge." 

  

Did you uncover any unexpected horrors? 

"Some cars that have been 'restored' are anything but. 
 

 



 

One even had some MIG welding wire s�ll a8ached to  the sills! Others were bought sight unseen at auc�ons 

and they were supposed to be rust free, but they weren't. Wiring is the most shocking. No-one seems to know 

how to make a proper crimped I soldered joint these days and heatshrink seems to be a thing of the past." 

 

I meant asbestos. Did you find anything nasty? 

"It's pot luck. Some cars are asbestos free, others have it everywhere. Not only gaskets and brake or clutch 

linings, you can find it in underseals, insula�on, Bakelite knobs, even bonnet tape!" 

 

Do you enjoy your work? 

"/ have a small team of mechanics and we also work on classic cars for hill climbs and rou�ne maintenance; 

anything to keep classics on the road really. That's over 40 years playing with cars, bikes and trucks. To be 

able to combine my passion for classic cars with my day job is a dream come true." 

 

Do you see the asbestos industry as risky business?  

Yes. The asbestos industry is undoubtedly a high risk environment , but as with any hazardous material there 

are different degrees of risk. For example, the exhaust heat shields on a 1960's E-Type Jaguar are a very high risk 

friable material that readily releases asbestos fibres. However, with asbestos based bituminous vehicle undersea/ 

it's almost impossible to release the asbestos fibres from within the material and it's also unlikely to degrade. 

 

How do you see the future? 

"I can't speak for Australian regulators, but our business is growing rapidly. We recently booked 10 Bristols for an 

Australian tour in 2019 and more cars are coming in every week as word spreads." 

 

At that point, David suggested star+ng up the Pendine Ford, but the terrifying machine was only fiJed with 

stub exhausts and the noise was ear-spliTngly painful. I was thankful that it was buried behind a line of 

customer cars otherwise he may have insisted on a demonstra+on run. Besides , I had another appoint-

ment to keep. 

Warren Mitchell - aka Alf GarneJ - once said, 

"If medals were awarded for red tape, Australia would win Gold, Silver, and Bronze." 

 

He certainly had a point, but in this instance David Sollis and overseas parts suppliers have struck gold as 

Australian car enthusiasts are forced to fork out yet more money from the sidelines............. 

 

For more informa+on contact: 

David Sollis, Survey Services Ltd, The Old Forge, Flaxley, Gloucestershire, GL14 1JR.  

hJps://www.survey-services.co.uk/ 

Tel: +44 1452 762721. Mob: +44 7919 100629 

E: david@survey-services.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Survey Services inner sanctum 



 
This ar�cle was first published in the VCCQ April newsle8er 

and is reproduced here with their permission. 

 

The Australian Historic Vehicle Interest Group (AHVIG) 

comprises enthusiasts from the mainland eastern states 

which is supported in its endeavors by 4 of the State 

peak bodies for old car clubs (Qld's QHMC, NSW's SMA, 

WA's CMC, and Vic's AOMC), together with mul+ple his-

toric vehicle clubs across the country. AHVIG's purpose is 

closely aligned with that of FIVA, the interna+onal body 

dedicated to the acquisi+on, preserva+on and con+nued 

use on public roads of vehicles over 30 years old. AHVIG’s  

focus is on na+onal laws which do, or might, impact on 

this. The new import laws, which will commence in De-

cember 2019, had the poten+al to impede the ability to 

import, or reimport, such vehicles. 

 

For the last 20 years (and up to December 2019) importa-

+on of all vehicles (and of interest to us, those made be-

fore 1989) has been governed by the Commonwealth's 

Motor Vehicle Standards Act 1989 . This will change (in 

December 2019) when the new Road Vehicle Standards 

Act 2018 and Rules take effect. 

 

An exposure draP of the Rules was released in December 

2017 and a revised version became law  on 13 February 

2019. The inten+on was that the "pre- 1989 op+on" 

would be replaced by the "Older Vehicle" (over 25 years 

old) import avenue. This is a rela+vely minor import ave-

nue of the 6 comprising the "Concessional RAV entry ap-

proval pathway'' (CRP). The RAV is the Register of Ap-

proved Vehicles, and an entry on it will be the equivalent 

of what are known as Compliance Plates or Iden+fica+on 

Plates. One condi+on that will be imposed is that an im-

ported vehicle cannot go on the RAV un+l it is fit for use 

on public roads. 

 

AHVIG reviewed the vast quan+ty of material provided 

by the Commonwealth and made submissions at every 

published or invited opportunity. 

 

Most liked the Older Vehicle idea as it replaced the fixed 

cut off date of 1989 with a rolling 25 year demarca+on, 

meaning that when it commences, vehicles made up to 

1994 will be eligible for import. 

 

However, AHVIG felt while the CRP would work for new-

er vehicles, the "one size fits all" approach did not sit 

well with Older Vehicles. Issues included: 

a - Prohibi+on on transfer of a vehicle before entry 

on the RAV. This would mean that an imported res-

tora+on project vehicle could not be sold or other-

wise transferred to anyone else before it was road-

worthy. 

 

b - Prohibi+on on imports of historic goods vehicles 

over 3.5 tonnes, 

 

c - Hard to understand why an imported pre-1989 

vehicle needs to go on the RAV, when none of the 

millions of the pre-1989 vehicles already here will 

be entered on the RAV. 

There is another import avenue which AHVIG felt would 

be more appropriate, the "Non-RAV entry import ap-

proval" avenue, as it avoids all 3 of the items men+oned 

above. However, it was only to be available for vehicles 

which were not, "generally.. .be used on a public road" 

or only to be allowed to be used on public roads in 

"excep+onal circumstances". 

 

Following representa+ons by AHVIG, including at a 5 

February 2019 mee+ng in Canberra between 6 Depart-

ment of Infrastructure officials, and AHVIG's Daryl Meek 

and Doug Young (Chair), agreement in principle was 

reached about soPening the restric+ons on use to allow 

use under a restricted registra+on system, such as the 

various Concessional Historic Vehicle Registra+on 

Schemes available in every State and Territory, provide 

there was restricted use and the vehicles could not be 

used commercially. (To this end we have ensured the 

new Qld SIVS wording expressly prohibits general every 

day use and commercial use.) 

 

This was implemented by including in the Explanatory 

Statement that accompanied the Rules the statement 

"Excep+onal circumstances may include situa+ons 

where road use occurs on a regular basis, but the use 

on the road is controlled or limited by registra+on au-

thori+es". We sought some clarifica+on from the De-

partment, who replied with: 

'Thank you for your email and apologies for the delay 

geMng back to you. I understand your concerns, however, 

as discussed at our 5 February mee�ng, we believe that the 

provisions  in the Road Vehicle Standards Rules could facili-

tate a successful non-RAV entry import approval applica�on 

for some older vehicles that are intended to be used under 

a jurisdic�onal historic registra�on scheme. As you have 

alluded to, one of the key concepts here is "excep�onal cir-

cumstances". 

 

"Paragraph 768 of the Explanatory Statement says that, 

"Excep�onal circumstances may include situa�ons where 

road use occurs on a regular basis, but the use on the road 

is controlled or limited by registra�on authori�es. " My un-

derstanding is that use on public roads of vehicles regis-

tered under the types of historic registra�on schemes you 

are referring to are limited in some way, for example, maxi-

mum annual mileage or �me limits apply. 

 

I trust this is of assistance." 

 

Nothing is guaranteed when dealing with the exercise of 

Ministerial Discre+on, but the above words should bol-

ster the case for allowing Historic vehicle import under 

this alterna+ve avenue. 

 

AHVIG will be aJending a further mee+ng with the Com-

monwealth on 28 March 2019, at which, among other 

things , an explana+on of the differences between the 

Exposure DraP Rules, and those as enacted, will be giv-

en. 

 

Disclaimer: This is not legal advice and should not be re-

lied on as such. Advice from a prac!sing lawyer should be 

obtained before taking steps under the new regime. 

NEW IMPORT RULES FOR OLD VEHICLES - AHVIG'S ROLE 



 


